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Calgary Chamber of Commerce 
Aboriginal Workforce Symposium: 

Strategies to Engage the Next Wave of Talent

March 25 and 26, 2009
100 6th Avenue S.W. Calgary Alberta
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Wednesday, March 25, 5:00 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.

5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Registration and Evening Mixer 

6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Keynote Evening Address: Building Relationships with Government and Industry
· Treaty 7 Grand Chief Charles Weaselhead of the Blood Tribe
7:15 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.

Brokenknife Dance Troop
Thursday, March 26, 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
Event Registration and Welcome
8:00 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 
Key Findings of the Chamber Research Report: Completing the Circle
· Ben Brunnen, Calgary Chamber of Commerce

8:45 a.m. to 9:15 a.m.
The First Nations Métis and Inuit Workforce Initiative

· Verlyn Olson, Chair, MLA Committee on the First Nations Métis and Inuit Workforce Planning Initiative
9:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Employment Preparation for Aboriginal Workers: A Holistic Approach
· Hank Shade, Community Futures Treaty 7
10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Networking/ Health Break

10:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

An Employment Strategy for Hiring and Retaining Aboriginal People
· Victoria Sedgwick, TransCanada Pipelines
11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
A Business Model for Aboriginal Employment and Economic Success.

· Larry Veilleux, Golder Associates
11:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Networking/ Health Break

12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Keynote Luncheon Address: The New Federal Framework for Aboriginal Economic Development: Strengthening Organization, Partnership and Education
· The Honourable Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Creating the Conditions for Aboriginal Employment Success
· Deborah Munroe, Trade Winds To Success
2:00 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Networking/ Health Break
2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

Transitioning Aboriginal Youth from Unemployment to School or Work
· Janet Schimmel, Just Say YES Program

Providing Training, Education and Employment Services to Urban Aboriginal People

· Toni Polchies, Aboriginal Futures Career & Training Centre
Connecting Aboriginal Students to Employment

· Cyndy Bermingham, LYNX Aboriginal Student Career and Employment Program, University of Calgary
Developing Relationships to Break Down Employment Barriers
· Christy Morgan, Calgary Urban Aboriginal Initiative
Creating an Inclusive Workplace for Aboriginal Youth

· LeeAnne Sicker, Urban Society for Aboriginal Youth

The Importance of Aboriginal Awareness Training
· Adrien Wolfleg, Alberta Native Friendship Centre Association

3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Breakout Session Summary
3:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Keynote Closing Address: An Employment Strategy for the Tsuu T’ina Nation

Business Park

· Peter Manywounds, Tsuu T’ina Nation
4:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.

Summary and Wrap-Up

· Calgary Chamber of Commerce
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