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LOBBYISTS ACT, Chapter L-20.5

Preamble

• WHEREAS free and open access to government is an important matter of 
public interest; and

• WHEREAS lobbying public office holders is a legitimate activity; and

• WHEREAS it is desirable that the public and public office holders be able to 
know who is engaged in lobbying activities; and

• WHEREAS a system for the registration of paid lobbyists should not impede 
free and open access to government; and

• WHEREAS it is desirable that the public and public office holders be able to 
know who is contracting with the Government of Alberta and Provincial 
entities
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Agenda

1. Brief history of events leading 
to passage of the Act;

2. What is lobbying?;
3. Exemptions;
4. Consultant Lobbyists;
5. Organizational Lobbyists;
6. Registration requirements for 

organizational lobbyists;
7. Contracting prohibitions; and
8. Registration process walk- 

through 
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Chronology of Events

• January 1996 => Tupper report 
released, recommending creation of 
lobbyist registration system in 
Alberta

• December 1996 => Letter from 
Minister of Justice Brian Evans 
responding to Tupper Report 
recommendations

• 1997 => Jocelyn Burgener, Member 
for Calgary-Currie, introduced Bill 
212, Lobbyists Registration Act 
(defeated)

• 1996/97 AnnualReport of the Ethics 
Commissioner Bob Clark supports 
creation of lobbyist registration 
system in Alberta

• May 8, 1997 => Excerpt in Hansard 
where Minister of Justice Jon 
Havelock states: “the concept of 
having lobbyists register was 
considered by this government and 
rejected, and that position has not 
changed.”

• May 2001 => Premier directs 
Minister of Government Services 
Dave Coutts to report on lobbyists 
registration systems with a 
recommendation on whether or not 
to proceed with one in Alberta

• November 23, 2001 => Hon. Dave 
Coutts files “Lobbyist Registration 
Research Study” in the Legislature, 
recommending against a lobbyist 
registration system in Alberta
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• On March 7, 2007, the Honourable Premier Ed 

Stelmach Presents Bill – 1 Lobbyists Act to the 
Legislative Assembly and it receives 1st Reading

• The Lobbyists Act receives 3rd Reading on 
December 4, 2007 and is passed by the House;

• The Lobbyists Act receives Royal Assent on 
December 7, 2007, to come into force on 
Proclamation [S.A. 2007, c L-20.5].
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What is Lobbying?

For both organization and consultant lobbyists, “lobbying” includes 
communicating with a public office holder in an attempt to influence:

(A) the development of any legislative proposal by the Government or a 
prescribed Provincial entity or by an MLA;

(B) the introduction, amendment, passage or defeat of any bill or resolution in 
or before the Assembly;

(C) the development or the enactment of any regulation or any order in council,

(D) the development, establishment, amendment or termination of any 
program, policy, directive or guideline of the Government or a prescribed 
provincial entity;
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What is Lobbying?

For both organization and consultant lobbyists, “lobbying” includes 
communicating with a public office holder in an attempt to influence:

(E) the awarding of any grant or financial benefit by or on behalf of the 
Government or a prescribed Provincial entity,

(F) a decision by the Executive Council or a member of the Executive Council 
to transfer from the Crown for consideration all or part of, or any interest in 
or asset of, any business, enterprise or institution that provides goods or 
services to the Crown or a prescribed Provincial entity or to the public, or

(G) A decision by the Executive Council or a member of the Executive Council 
regarding privatization of any goods or services to the Government.
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What is Lobbying?

For Consultant Lobbyists only, “lobbying” also 
includes:

(A) arranging a meeting between a public office 
holder and any other individual, or

(B) communicating with a public office holder in an 
attempt to influence the awarding of any contract 
by or on behalf of the Government or a 
prescribed Provincial entity.



Exemptions

Section 3(2) says that “lobbying” does not apply to a submission made in 
any manner as follows:

(a) In proceedings that are a matter of public record to a committee of the 
Assembly or to any body or person having jurisdiction or powers conferred 
by or under an Act;

(b) To a public office holder by on behalf of a person or an organization 
concerning

(i) the enforcement, interpretation or application of any Act or Regulation by the 
public office holder with respect to the person or organization, or

(ii) the implementation or administration of any program, policy, directive or 
guideline by the public office holder with respect to the person or organization



Exemptions

(c) To a public office holder on behalf of a person or 
organization in response to a request initiated by a public 
office holder for advice or comment on any matter 
referred to in section 1(1)(f)(i) of the Act;

(d) To an MLA in his or her capacity as an MLA by a 
constituent of the Member, unless the submission 
concerns the introduction, passage or amendment in the 
Assembly of a private bill for the special benefit of that 
constituent.



Consultant Lobbyists

A “consultant lobbyist” is a person who, for 
payment, undertakes to lobby on behalf of a 
client, and includes an individual engaged 
by a consultant lobbyist to lobby in respect 
of an undertaking.

Ask Yourself

• Have I been hired by a client to 
engage in lobbying activities as 
described in the Act?

• Have I been engaged by a consultant 
lobbyist to carry out lobbying activities 
under the Act?

• Have I been engaged by a prescribed 
Provincial entity to carry out lobbying 
activities?

If you answered yes to any of 
the questions in “Ask Yourself”

You are a consultant lobbyist 
and the designated filer is 
required to register each 
undertaking entered into.



Organizational Lobbyists

“Organization lobbyist” means an 
employee, officer or director of an 
organization who receives a payment 
for the performance of his or her 
functions, or a sole proprietor, or a 
partner in a partnership,

(1) who lobbies or whose duty is to 
lobby on behalf of the organization at 
least 100 hours annually, or

(2) whose lobbying or duty to lobby on 
behalf of the organization together 
with the lobbying or the duty to lobby 
of other persons in the organization  
amounts to at least 100 hours 
annually

Ask Yourself

• With respect to my organization, sole 
proprietorship or partnership, is it one 
of my duties to lobby, or do I lobby?

• Am I paid for those duties?

• Do my lobbying activities amount to 
100 hours per year?

• Are there other employees, officers or 
directors in my organization, sole 
proprietorship or partnership who also 
have a duty to lobby or who lobby?

• Is the amount of time of all lobbying 
activities by employees, officers or 
directors of the organization equal to 
at least 100 hours annually?



Organizational Lobbyists

If you answered yes to any of the questions in “Ask Yourself”, check 
to determine if you are acting in your official capacity and are not a 
lobbyist.

You are an organization lobbyist if you answered yes to all of the 
first three questions listed above — AND you are not acting in your 
official capacity in one of the roles noted below. The designated filer 
for your organization must register when the 100 hour threshold is 
met as a result of your activities or your activities in combination with 
the lobbying activities of other employees, officers or directors of 
your organization, sole proprietorship or partnership.



You are not a lobbyist if, while acting in 
your official capacity, you are

• A Senator or a Member of the House of 
Commons of Canada or an individual on 
their staff;

• A Member of the Legislative Assembly of 
another province or territory, or an individual 
on their staff;

• An employee of the Government of Canada 
or of the government of another province or 
territory;

• A member of a Council or other statutory 
body charged with the administration of the 
civic or municipal affairs of a municipality, or 
individuals on the staff of any of those 
members;

• Officers or employees of municipalities;

• Members of a Métis Settlement Council or 
the General Council under the Métis 
Settlements Act or individuals on the staff of 
any of those members;

• Officers or employees of a Métis Settlement 
or the General Council under the Métis 
Settlements Act;

• Members of the council of a band as defined 
in subsection 2(1) of the Indian Act 
(Canada) or of the council of an Indian band 
established by an Act of the Parliament of 
Canada, individuals on the staff of any of 
those member, or employees of any of those 
councils;

• Diplomatic agents, consular officers or 
official representatives in Canada of a 
foreign government;



You are not a lobbyist if, while 
acting in your official capacity, you 
are

• Directors, officers or employees of an 
organization referred to in section 
1(1)(g)(iv) not constituted to serve 
management, union or professional 
interests nor having a majority of 
members that are profit seeking 
enterprises or representatives of profit 
seeking enterprises.

• Officials of a specialized agency of the 
United Nations in Canada or officials of 
any other international organization to 
whom privileges and immunities are 
granted by or under an Act of the 
Parliament of Canada;

• Members of the board of trustees 
under the School Act, individuals on 
the staff of any of those members, or 
officers or employees of the boards;

• A person acting as a volunteer who 
does not receive a payment; 

• Any other individuals or categories of 
individuals prescribed in the 
regulations.



Registration requirements for organizational lobbyists are set out in the Act at 
section

5(1) The designated filer of an organization that has an organization lobbyist shall file with the 
Registrar a return in the prescribed form and containing the information required in Schedule 2

(a) within 2 months after the day on which an individual in that organization becomes an 
organization lobbyist, and 

(b) within 30 days after the expiration of each 6-month period after the date of filing the 
previous return.

(2) A designated filer is required to file only one return under subsection (1) even though an 
organization lobbyist named in the return may communicate with one or more public office holders 
on one or more occasions.

(3) If, on the coming into force of this section, an organization has an organization lobbyist, the 
designated filer of the organization shall file a return with the Registrar in accordance with 
subsection (1) within 2 months after the day on which this section comes into force and after that 
in accordance with subsection (1)(b). 



Contracting prohibitions are found in the Act at 
section 6

6(1) In this section, “contract for providing paid advice” means 
an agreement or other arrangement under which a person 
directly or indirectly receives or is to receive payment for 
providing advice to the Government or a prescribed 
Provincial entity.

(2) For the purpose of this section, payment does not include 
reasonable remuneration received for serving on a board, 
commission, council or other similar body established by 
or under the authority of an enactment on which there are 
at least 2 other members who represent other 
organizations or interests.

(3) No person shall lobby on a subject-matter if that person is 
holding a contract for providing paid advice on the same 
subject-matter.

(4) No person shall enter into a contract for providing paid 
advice on a subject-matter if that person lobbies on the 
same subject-matter as that of the contract.

(5) The Ethics Commissioner may exempt a person 
from the application of subsection (3) or (4) but 
only if the Ethics Commissioner is of the 
opinion that it would be in the public interest to 
do so.

(6) The Ethics Commissioner may impose terms 
and conditions on any exemption given.

(7) The Ethics Commissioner must provide reasons 
for giving an exemption and must ensure that 
information relating to the exemption, including 
any terms and conditions imposed, and the 
reasons for giving the exemption are entered 
into the registry.

(8) If on the coming into force of this section a 
person, or a person associated with that 
person, holds a contract for providing paid 
advice on a subject-matter and either the 
person or the associated person lobbies on the 
same subject-matter,

(a) the person holding the contract must 
cease to hold the contract, or
(b) the person lobbying must cease to lobby 
on that subject-matter,

within 60 days of the coming into force of this 
section.



Registration process walk-through

In order to register with the Lobbyists 
Registry, the registrant must first apply for 
registration. The starting point is to go to 
the web site www.lobbyistsact.ab.ca

http://www.lobbyistsact.ab.ca/


Thank you.

Questions?

Comments?
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