
Calgary Urban Aboriginal 
Initiative



CUAI History

• CUAI grew out of “Removing Barriers:  A Listening 
Circle”, a multi-phase, qualitative, community-based 
research initiative that took place in Calgary in 1999

• CUAI is a partnership initiative that aims to support 
and enhance work across and between eight domain 
groups by engaging broad bases of stakeholders in 
order to effect real and sustainable advances for 
urban Aboriginal Calgarians

• CUAI is not an agency, a government department, or 
a funder – CUAI’s potential is a function of the degree 
to which it engages community members and 
stakeholders around common goals



Foundational Partners

• Government of Canada – Office of 
the Federal Interlocutor – UAS

• Province of Alberta - Aboriginal 
Relations

• City of Calgary – FCSS and in-kind 
support.



CUAI History

"Since 2000, CUAI has existed to provide a 
home for ongoing discussion, 

coordination, and informed action in 
support of Calgary Urban Aboriginal 

issues and initiatives "



Removing Barriers: A Listening Circle

The recommendations that evolved out of 
Removing Barriers:  A Listening Circle are 
contained within the Calgary Urban 
Aboriginal Initiative Consultation Report
available in hard copy through CUAI or at 
www.cuai.ca .



Domain Groups

• Education

• Employment
• Housing

• Health
• Justice

• Services
• Human Rights

• Funding



Domain Groups

• Exist in order to identify issues and act on 
community recommendations as identified through 
consultation with the community.

• Empowered with a mandate to engage the 
community in identifying issues and developing and 
implementing recommended action plans.

• Domain membership is based on the terms of 
reference of each CUAI domain group, and each 
Domain Group selects a representative to the CUAI 
Committee.



CUAI Committee

• The CUAI Committee is the coordinating sector of 
the Calgary Urban Aboriginal Initiative. 

• It supports activities across domain groups and 
provides support to the project team. 

• It includes a broad base of representation.



CUAI Initiatives

A few examples of initiatives / events spearheaded 
by CUAI:
– Collaborative Granting Process (CGP)
– Capacity Building workshops
– Calgary Urban Aboriginal Statistical Profile
– City Probe magazine
– Community Conference
– Domain-specific initiatives and events



Domain Activities

The following slides highlight some of the 
activities each Domain has been able to offer 
over the past year. The slides are not a 
comprehensive reflection of all the work the 
Domain groups have accomplished to date, but 
are intended to give a brief snapshot of Domain 
activities and involvements.



Health Domain

• Workshop on Traditional Healing to over 30 
health professionals. The workshop provided 
basic knowledge on traditional healing 
practices from a Blackfoot perspective.

• “Living well with Diabetes" workshop.



Education Domain

• Hosted an open house 
that showcased a variety of 
different existing mentorship                  
programs. The programs presented 
opportunities for the urban Aboriginal 
community. 

• Supported the launch of the third edition of Red 
Words, hosted by the Mount Royal College 
Native Student Centre.



Services Domain 

• Open house hosted to gather feedback from 
community participants on how we can 
successfully address the priorities of the 
Domain. 

• March 2009, co-hosted a information session 
with the Education                                
Domain on Culture                                        
in the Schools.
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